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COVID-19 Periodic Report
Kuwait had already confirmed more than 45,000 COVID-19 cases by the start of July this year. At the end of November of COVID-19 infection had risen to 142,635 with 880 confirmed deaths. The country registered more than 137,000 recovery cases by the end of November but the number of new cases has significantly reduced (Roser, et al., 2020). The government restrictions to reduce the transmission of Coronavirus were partially lifted by July to allow people to return to normal life. For the last days of November, Kuwait has registered not more than three death cases and less than 500 new cases every day showing significant progress towards managing the pandemic. This is due to the government policies and public cooperation to reduce transmission of the virus.
	Month
	July 
	September 
	November 

	Total number of cases
	66,957
	105,182
	142,635

	Total recoveries
	57,932
	96,688
	137,071

	New cases (per month)
	20,762
	20,073
	16,709

	New deaths (per month)
	93
	79
	101


[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 1: Kuwait COVID-19 statistics for the months of July, September and, November.
At the beginning of July, the ministry of health announced ease of Coronavirus in the country due to the restrictions that had been put in place since March. Kuwait authorities changed the nationwide night curfew from 20:00 – 05:00 to 21:00 – 03:00 on the 28th of July. However, security, health, and construction workers were exempted from the curfew. Other cities such as Al Farwaniyah that were under 24-hour curfew was lifted from July 26th. 
The government suspended all commercial flights to and from Kuwait on August 1st. A three-phased plan to resume commercial flights on August 1st was set by authorities. Until then, all international arrivals were limited to cargo planes and Kuwait nationals only. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation was commissioned to oversee the first stage that operated at 30%, the second stage at 60%, and the final at full capacity of 100% (Kuwait: Authorities maintain COVID-19 restrictions December 1 /update 28, n.d.) Currently, the first phase is ongoing, with the second phase of reopening scheduled for February 2021. All travelers arriving in Kuwait are expected to adhere to a 14-day quarantine and must test negative for COVID-19.
The private and public workplaces are operating at 50% capacity. Protective masks should be worn in public with a few recreational facilities reopened under the precaution of the ministry of health. However, large gatherings such as funerals and weddings remain prohibited. Violators of these restrictions are subject to three months of imprisonment or fines. The seaports have been prohibited from sending or receiving foreign goods from Iran, Hong Kong, and China. With the schools and universities still closed, plans to start virtue learning have been put in place.
The public in Kuwait has been cooperative in the fight against COVID-19 by abiding by the ministry of health safety measures. Masks are worn by every citizen and social distance is maintained. Individuals only go to market centers to buy basic needs and avoid any unnecessary gatherings. The patients have been providing required information on close contacts to the health professionals to help in contact tracing. However, recreational facilities and shops operate strictly under national health and safety measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
The government of Kuwait has announced strategic plans to help individuals recover from the devastating impact of COVID-19. The Ministry of Health in Kuwait announced that the country would receive the BTN162 COVID-19 vaccine by the end of 2020, and usage will be subject to approval by Kuwait’s health authorities. Due to the vaccine reports, the government is considering full reopening of the economy and Airport in late 2020 or early 2021.
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